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kind our leader. 
After all involution is more important 

than evolution. The plant must have soil 
and moisture and sunlight, but these are 
useless if it have no life in itself. 

The church must have organization and 
officers and all, but it cannot live nor 
grow without the quickening power of 
him who is its life and head. 

A new year is upon us. The endeavors 
and mistakes of the past are sealed for- 
ever. Upholding "the Bible, the whole 
Bible and nothing but the Bible," with 
"unity in essentials, in non-essentials, 
harmony, with charity in all things," let 
us this year count as positive factors in 
extending the kingdom of love and make 
this year, 1896, a glorious one for Christ 
and the church. 

CHRISTMAS. 

D.  C.  MOOMAW. 

We eelebrate again the 1895 anniver 
sary of the most notable event that ever 
transpired in this world since the dawn of 
its earliest morning; the birth,of the second 
Adam, the Son of God, by direct interposi- 
tion of the Holy Ghost. The world's 
Saviour and Redeemer made his first ad- 
vent into the world, in an obscure stable, 
in the obscure town of Bethlehem 1895 
years ago. 

The world has its great anniversaries, 
nations have their notable anniversaries. 
After the passing of a few fleeting genera- 
tions these anniversaries are forgotten, or 
are superseded by others of more impor- 
tance to the living. Great men have ac- 
complished great deeds, and admiring 
generations have glorified them, but time, 
like the ever-rolling tides, wears out their 
foot-prints, and nothing but a dim mem- 
ory exists, a faint line in history to tell 
that a star which once shown in the 
world's horizon has gone out in darkness. 

The fleeting panorama of great nations, 
in their rise and fall, merely touches the 
mental vision. Mighty men come upon 
the stage and fume and fret out their brief 
day and barely leave "their foot-prints in 
the sands of time." Babylon came and 
went, so of Nineveh, so of the cities of 
Egypt, of Asia, of Europe ; so of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, of Israel's great kings, of 
Alexander, Napoleon, Wellington, 
Lafayette, Washington, Grant, Lee and 
multitudes of others, great and small, but 
dust covers them all. Not so with the im- 
mortal babe of Bethlehem. He was of 
miraculous conception, preexisted mil- 
lions of years before the advent in the 
stable, passed through the stages of baby- 
hood, boyhood, reached the stage of man- 
hood entejad iatp "his father'^business,* 
and planted the seeds of. doctrines which 

undermined and overturned all the politi- 
cal, religious and social systems that then 
existed in the world, fought single handed 
a victorious battle with the great leader of 
the apostate apgels, the arch devils, es- 
tablished an organization, the church, 
which has more adherents to day than any 
that ever existed, and which ultimately 
will embrace every individual who dwells 
on the globe (during its glorified state in 
the next age, the millennium) and finally 
the vast multitudes who now sleep in the 
dust of the grave as numerous as the stars 
of heaven and the sands of the sea, all 
will live again as constituents of the 
church triumphant. After He had done 
this he voluntarily gave himself up to his 
enemies who put him to death by crucifix- 
ion, and he was buried out of the sight of 
the world. 

Three short, fleeting days elapsed and 
"He burst the bars of death," threw off 
the mouldering habiliments of the grave, 
and came again on the world's stage, lived 
a brief space, during which his every act 
was a miracle and then bodily ascended 
into the clouds and passed from the vision 
of mortals. The birlh of this extraordi- 
nary person is celebrated in all Christian 
lands to-day, and thousands among the 
best men and women of the earth will tell 
to the listening children the beautiful 
story of the babe in the manger. From a 
thousand pulpits will the story of His 
wonderful life be rehearsed, and the les- 
son thereof commended as the ideal life. 
Thousands will lament their shortcomings 
and will renew their covenant to be faith- 
ful to the doctrines of their illustrious 
Master. Thousands will hold themselves 
in readiness to die for the Holy One when 
He so decrees. The day will be one of 
worship in millions of loyal hearts, so 
may it be in deed and truth. 

But other millions will add to their sins 
against the Holy, Child Jesus by drunken 
revelry, by sensuous dancing, by lasciv- 
ious songs, by ignoble gluttoning, by feed- 
ing all the lusts of the flesh. God forgive 
them for the sad desecration of the day 
on which their Savior was born. 

We exhort our brethren to honor the 
day by religious reading, prayers and at- 
tendance at public worship where it is 
possible. Let the head of each house, 
whether it be sister or brother, gather the 
family together and read the story of the 
birth of the "Sweet One," and then give 
a short rehearsal of His life and then by 
prayers and thanksgiving close the record 
of the past year and begin the history of 
the new. May God forgive us all the 
sins of the old year, aad giv£ us thankful 
hearts ^or**1ts blessings ana abundant 
grace for the year 1896. ^V. 

AEE WE ANIMALS* 

GEORGE A.  COPP. 

Two little girls came home from school 
one evening much agitated at the thought 
of their teacher saying that people are an- 
imals. To get more information, if pos- 
sible, on the subject they asked me if thtir 
teacher's statement were true. I replied 
that in my mind he was mistaken. This 
seemed to quiet their disturbed minds un- 
til the next day when they returned home 
as much disturbed over the question as on 
the day previous. They said their teach- 
er claimed that people are some kind of 
animals but they had forgotten the kind of 
animal. I suggested that it may have 
been the biped animal, to which they as- 
sented it was. I remarked that I know 
that philosophers claim this, but I still 
thought all such claims were untrue. 

After some time had elapsed these two 
children became involved in a childish 
wrangle. I at once remembered the 
charge that they became offended at by 
their teacher claiming people are animals, 
and remarked to them that if their teach- 
er ever again said they were animals that 
they should not deny the charge and 
neither would I. 

In late years I have become convinced 
that quite a lot of the huma^jace are act- 
ing out animal lives. Some are not even 
domesticated animals either. Christ com- 
pares his people to sheep, but there are 
millions of people that are not fit to be 
among sheep, and in fact would be a dis- 
grace to the sheep fold. When I see men 
with all their enlightenment commit 
heinous crimes beneath the dignity (if I 
may so call it) of animals, I am constrain- 
ed to believe that many people are not 
only animals, but wild animals, are not 
only wild animals, but even devils in hu- 
man form. Christ himself found seven 
devils in one woman. 

Did any one ever hear of an animal 
being guilty of the crime of rape ? If you 
have, I have not; and yet I frequently 
hear of human beings in the form of men 
doing it. Then again, have you ever heard 
of an animal getting drunk? Well,perhaps 
you may have, for I believe I have my- 
self, but this I only heard of, and I can- 
not vouch for the truth of it, but I have 
never heard of their repeating the fact, 
which act was by force of circumstances 
that it was committed at all, and not of 
their own free will, and yet I have not 
only heard of people who call themselves 
men and women, the best of God's crea- 
tion, getting drunk but I have frequently 
seen it with my own eyes. And after be- 
coming drunk once it seems that this 
should be a severe lesson never to do so 
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